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Wild, Animated Performance at
80 LANGTON STREET
(Fi-Fi approves)

Jana Haimsohn is a wild, enfe
eated, New York based performer,
Her voice does things volces are
not supposed to do. 8fhe walks,
she talks, she crawls on hep
belly like & reptile. Her perfors
Bance 18 & mizture of tone posns,
tribal moves, ear shattering-
tcreems and an array of sounds
that defy deseription. feveral
members of the audience spent a
good deal of the performance with
their hands over or near thier
éars in constant terror of atiil
enother unexpected gless shat-
tering acressm. It wag a8 delight,
& combination of beat poetry, bop
structuralies, tribal cliock lan-
guage, Jazr, huffs, and putfe,
Elmer Fudd doing opere and a mile~
lion other combinations and pop-
sutations,

The performance itself was
divided i{nto several emaller .
parts. In the first Jana's prim.
itive jewelry jangled as she
Played clay end skin drums. he
did & serics of glissandos that
soundad synthetically prodused.
The progreas continued with & ser-
ies of tone poeas of the struct-
uralist school. Lines 1ike "gum.
rise reslly rub our embryonic
¢yo8” were twisted and turned
with stuttering, pulling tha
vords as if thay wers msade of
putty. The thomes were sarthy,
gutsy, and emotional but not
cute. Fhe says, "I've been vage
uuning the void all my 1ife® ang
1 bélieve her. Mer diction is
New York inspired and I am re-
minded of & '60's Dlack poetry
record "The Last Poeta® who no
coubt inspired Patti Smith and a
whole generation of lock white
but sound dblack artists of the
'S0's and go on, \

.The high point of the perfor-
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mance for o was en incredidle
plece which Artaud would have
given hia eeal of approval. The
piece consisted of a ssries of
repeated spastically, hypnotis
Boves. Rhe twisted and twitched
1like an orgssmic nonkey on an
invisible string. Her hair fiew
in all directions as 8he huffed,
puffed, spoke in tonguss and
48Ve & series of wild ¢ries. Rhe
could have been doing a trance
ritual in Bali. It was & very
pewerful piecs,

At the end of the ritual,
mellow jJass pilanist Mal waldron
cans out and began to play. In s
while Jana joined him for 8 more
traditional but atil} quite one
Joyable colladoration, Her work 4
is very hard to catagorise, It
was monkoy, bop, Jazz, folklorie
épera with & heavy accent on the
sensuous. It was an unusual and
wrthwhile svening, fee her it
you get the chance, .
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